v]                BETWEEN HOPE AND FEAR.               133

casteth out love. We can comprehend this from,
what we see in ordinary life. The captain who
commands the loyal service of his crew is not the
martinet who punishes with the utmost severity the
most minute dereliction of duty, thinking to keep
the men to their work because they dare not do
otherwise, though they fain would escape if they could
from the thraldom they are under; nor of course, on
the other hand, is he the indulgent easy-going man
who preserves no discipline. The commander who
best secures the love and obedience of his crew is
the man who treats them with kindness and firmness
duly apportioned.

It may seem useless to dwell on this which is so
very obvious. Yet I do not think that it is by any
means so superfluous as might at first sight appear.
For, unless I greatly mistake, there is a tendency in
some quarters to think that it is impossible to exag-
gerate the terrible consequences of wrong-doing to
the wrong-doer himself; that the more frightful the
picture we draw the better, in order that men may
thereby be made the more afraid to offend. The
punishment is even represented as partaking of the
infinitude of the Being against whose laws the offence
was committed ; and Leibnitz long ago attempted to
justify in this way the theory he was supporting,
though I do not think that his attempted justifica-
tion is generally allowed to have been successful.